
As #SDG16Now Campaign Civil Society Partners, we are united in the belief that
delivering on SDG16+ is a prerequisite to implementing all of the SDGs. As key
supporters of SDG16+, we are resolved to leverage the tools and resources at our
disposal to catalyze further action towards SDG16+ in the second half of the time
period for implementing the SDGs. We will also aim to utilize the interconnected
nature of SDG16+ as an indispensable means of achieving all other SDGs, and
leverage action towards SDG16+ to catalyze progress towards overcoming some of
the world’s most pressing global challenges and crises - both of today, and in the
future.  

To this end, we call on all governments and all other stakeholders to reaffirm their
commitment to advancing SDG16+ at all levels, and to deliver on the promises made
in 2015 to secure a more peaceful, just, inclusive and sustainable world. 

As #SDG16Now Partners, we call for further action towards the following areas to
ensure the robust delivery of SDG16+ at all levels:

Scaling up Ambitious Commitments to Action for SDG16+
Recognizing the vital role of SDG16+ as a critical enabler for the entire 2030 Agenda,
governments should come to the SDG Summit with targeted, integrated, focused
and transformative commitments to accelerate action on SDG16+. This includes
domestic policies and resources, legal reforms and initiatives to advance SDG16+ at
the international, national and local levels, as well as ambitious global commitments
to strengthen multilateralism and international resolve to promote peace, justice,
the rule of law, inclusion and institution-building. Additionally, governments must
use key moments - such as the 2024 HLPF and Summit of the Future - to advance
implementation and delivery of the SDGs through similar commitments to action,
and ensure adequate follow-up to these commitments going forward. 
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Following the SDG Summit, we call on the United Nations and its partners to ensure
that the “National Commitments to SDG Transformation” called for by the Secretary-
General are adequately compiled and tracked, including by providing a transparent
and inclusive platform for showcasing these commitments, helping to ensure follow-
up and accountability. This platform should also showcase complementary civil
society commitments and actions, alongside those of governments, to ensure that
the aims and actions of all stakeholders are reflected. 

Ensuring robust financing and support for SDG16+
Responding to the Secretary-General’s call for an “SDG Stimulus Plan”, governments,
donors, international organizations and stakeholders at all levels should also make
robust financial commitments to SDG16+ at the SDG Summit. This includes the
recognition that investments in all aspects of SDG16+ represent a high-yield
opportunity for governments and others to address key challenges related to SDG
implementation overall, and for the international community to respond to
compounding global crises, today and in the future. 

Additionally, governments must commit to meaningful reform of the global financial
architecture at all levels. This includes critical efforts to solve the increasingly urgent
sovereign debt crises, to address the scourge of illicit financial flows and corruption
as outlined in SDG16, and to commit to enhancing efforts to expand measurement of
economic progress “beyond GDP”. Finally, donors should develop and invest in a
comprehensive donor-collaborative “Global SDG16+ Fund”, which will provide a
critical opportunity for the international community to invest in a holistic approach
to tackling some of the world’s most urgent and multi-dimensional crises of today.
This approach will help ensure that funding flows to civil society and grassroots
groups that are often closest to challenges, and therefore most effective at
advancing SDG16+ within communities. 

Recognizing the indispensable role of civil society in advancing SDG16+
SDG16+ and the 2030 Agenda overall cannot be achieved without building on the
role of civil society and fostering a true global partnership. Thus, governments must
recognize and support civil society as key partners in advancing SDG16+ at all levels.  
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Engaging civil society can play a critical role in ensuring that governments meet their
commitments to leave no one behind, to reach those furthest behind first, and to
ensure that our collective efforts to implement SDG16+ and the 2030 Agenda are
people-centered. Governments must look to create inclusive, participatory and
coherent modalities within all relevant SDG mechanisms at the local, national and
global levels, benefiting from the diverse contributions and expertise of civil society
around SDG16+.

We also reiterate that commitments to recognize civil society and expand civic space
on all fronts are firmly entrenched within the SDGs and SDG16+ targets, and within
international human rights law. Governments and donors must therefore remove
barriers that prevent funding from reaching local and grassroots communities and
groups that need support the most. Additionally, policy commitments to expand
civic space must be matched with financial investments that support civil society at
all levels. 
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The #SDG16Now Campaign is a global mobilization campaign to support
accelerated action towards SDG16+ around peaceful, just and inclusive
societies. The campaign seeks to advance objectives around scaling up
political commitments and leveraging financing to support SDG16+
implementation, and fostering a greater recognition of the indispensable role
of civil society around SDG16+.  Find out more about the #SDG16Now
Campaign at www.sdg16now.org 

About the #SDG16Now Campaign

#SDG16Now Campaign Engagement Toolkit
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With the SDG Summit representing the halfway point to the
2030 target date for delivering the SDGs, the time to act is
now! Find out how you can contribute to building a
movement for SDG16+ at all levels! 

http://www.sdg16now.org/

